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The Royal Society A special issue marking

Ten ist class stamps featuring prominent scientists and their important 
works go on sale at Post Office branches and philatelic outlets and Royal 
Mail Tallents House on 25 February to mark the 350th anniversary of the 
founding of the Royal Society, the uk’s premier scientific organisation. The 
Society was founded in November 1660 when 12 scientists met and decided 
to found ‘a Colledge for the Promoting of Physico-Mathematicall Experi­
mental! Learning’. The group included Christopher Wren, Robert Boyle, 
John Wilkins, Sir Robert Moray and William, Viscount Brouncker. Today 
there are some 1400 Fellows of the Society; the current President is Lord 
Rees of Ludlow.

The stamps depict: Robert Boyle (chemistry); Isaac Newton (optics); Ben­
jamin Franklin (electricity); Edward Jenner (vaccination); Charles Babbage 
(computing); Alfred Russel Wallace (evolution); Joseph Lister (antiseptic 
surgery); Ernest Rutherford (atomic structure); Dorothy Hodgkin (crystal­
lography); and Nicholas Shackleton (earth science). The stamps are 35mm 
square, designed by hat-trick Design and litho printed by Cartor.

First day facilities Orders for serviced fdcs must reach Tallents House 
by the day of issue. Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue 
to: Royal Mail Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh eh 12 
9PB (Tallents House postmark), or to the nearest Royal Mail Special Hand­
stamp Centre (London swi postmark) marking the outer envelope ‘FD1007’ 
or ‘fdioo8’. For details of sponsored handstamps and the addresses of the 
Handstamp Centres see the British Postmark Bulletin - available on sub­
scription from Tallents House (£12.25 UK/Europe; £24.95 elsewhere). For 
a free sample copy write to: The Editor, British Postmark Bulletin, Royal 
Mail Letters, 35-50 Rathbone Place, London wit ihq •
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350 years of remarkable progress in science
The Royal Society prices
Set of stamps £3.90
Presentation pack £4.40
Prestige stamp book (PSB) £7.72

FDC envelope £0.30
Serviced FDC: stamps (UK customers) £5.06
Serviced FDC: stamps (overseas customers) £4.31
Serviced FDC: PSB pane (UK customers) £4.05
Serviced FDC: PSB pane (overseas customers) £3.45

Stamp cards set (10 cards) £4.00

Presentation pack The pack 
(left), gives a brief illustrated 
history of the Royal Society 
and the individuals portrayed 
on the stamps. It was written 
by Eugene Byrne, designed 
by hat-trick, and printed by 
Walsall.
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